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abciximab 
focus on, 748 (Nov) 
acetylcholine chloride 
Miochol-E, update on, 674 (Oct) 
acrivastine/pseudoephedrine HCl 
Semprex-D, update on, 422 (Jun) 
acyclovir 
genital herpes, for Tx of, 610 (Sept) 
Zovirax, update on, 609 (Sept) 
adenosine 
Adenocard, update on, 490 (Jul) 
adverse drug reactions 
FDA MedWatch system for reporting of, 235 
(Apr) 
standards for reporting of, during clinical trials, 
99 (Feb) 
advertisements, drug 
FDA monitors claims in, 244 (Apr) 
AIDS 
Clinton plan and research for, 243 (Apr) 
albumin (human) 5%, sonicated 
Albunex, update on, 733 (Nov) 
alglucerase 
using lower doses of, to control costs, 675 (Oct) 
Alzheimer's disease 
indomethacin for slowing progression of (abstr), 
156 (Feb) 
tacrine, high-dose, for Tx of, 426 (Jun) 
analgesia, patient-controlled 
evaluation of response to, 299 (Apr) 
angina, unstable 
guidelines for Tx of, 345 (May) 
angioplasty 
abciximab for reduction of complications associ 
ated with, 748 (Nov) 
costs of, vs those of t-PA (abstr), 473 (jun) 
angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitors 
broader use of, recommended for patients with 
heart failure, 614 (Sept) 
use of, in patients with MI, 551 (Aug) 
antiarrhythmics 
Class I, use of, in ventricular arrhythmia post-MI, 
86 (Feb) 
antibiotics 
controlling costs of, 305 (Apr) 
current issues in selection, use of broad-spec 
trum, S-4 (Suppl 3, Aug) 
managing fever, sepsis in immunocompromised 
host, S-18 (Suppl 3, Aug) 
managing use of, 185 (Mar) 
mechanisms of resistance, S-13 (Suppl 3, Aug) 
new oral, for Tx of community-acquired pneu- 
monia, 816 (Dec) 
new oral, reviewed, 570 (Aug) 
anticoagulant therapy 
affects morbidity more than mortality (abstr) 
Gul 
use of, in patients with atrial fibrillation, 346 
(May) 
antiemetic agents 
granisetron, for use in chemotherapy-induced 
emesis, 191 (Mar) 
granisetron vs ondansetron studied for compara- 
tive efficacy as, 610 (Sept) 
ondansetron alone vs combination therapy 
(abstr), 473 (Jun) 
antiulcer Tx 
to prevent recurrence in long-term care, S-12 
(Suppl 1, May) 
aprotonin injection 
Trasylol, update on, 172 (Mar) 
arbutamine 
coronary artery disease, for use in diagnosis of, 
353 (May) 
arthritis 
nabumetone for Tx of, 289 (Apr) 


asthma 
nedocromil sodium for Tx of (abstr), 313 (Apr) 
procaterol for Tx of, 621 (Sept) 
atrial fibrillation 
anticoagulation, and risk factors in patients with 
346 (May) 


bacteremia 


gram-positive, teicoplanin vs vancomycin for Tx 
of (abstr), 473 (jun) 
bar code labeling 
of pharmaceuticals, charts, and patients, 619 
(Sepw) 
benign prostatic hyperplasia 
guidelines for Tx of, 336 (May) 
biotechnology products 
managing costs of, 552 (Aug); 638 (Sept) 
managing use of, 526 (Jul) 
reimbursement, and issues of, 619 (Sept) 
bisoprolol fumarate/hydrochlorothiazide 
Ziac, update on, 84 (Feb) 
bromocriptine mesylate 
Parlodel, update on, 734 (Nov) 
bronchitis, acute chronic 
dornase alfa for Tx of, 494 (Jul) 
bronchodilators 
combination vs monotherapy with (abstr), 660 
(Sept) 
budesonide 
Rhinocort Nasal Inhaler, update on, 333 (May) 


alcipotriene vintment 0.005' 
Dovonex, update on, 330 (May) 
ancer pain 
management of, 432, (Jun); 490 (Jul) 
aptopril 
Capoten, update on, 226 (Apr) 
diabetes, use of, in patients with, 177 (Mar) 
Medi-Cal formulary, restoration to, 15 (Jan) 
ardiovascular drugs 
market for, 244 (Apr) 
armustine 
secondary tumors, and development of 
(Mar) 
atheter device 
Abbott Energizer, update on, 549 (Aug) 
cefepime 
focus on, 503 Gul 
ceftazidime 
DUE of, and intervention for use of, 392 (May) 
cetirizine 
focus on, 560 (Aug) 
cholesterol 
program focuses on lowering cost per patient 
treated, 802 (Dec) 
cholestyramine 
Questran, update on, 490 (jul) 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
management of patients with, 756 (Nov) 
ciprofloxacin 
single-dose, for Tx of gonorrhea (abstr), 155 
(Feb) 
clarithromycin 
Biaxin, update on, 168 (Mar); 733 (Nov) 
Mycobacterium avium complex infections, for Tx 
of, 747 (Nov) 
clindamycin phosphate 
Cleocin T, update on, 733 (Nov) 
clinical trials 
NIH requirements for, 339 (May) 
Clostridium difficile 
overgrowth after antibiotic use, management of 


ME 29 


154 (Jun) 
clozapine 
reduced hospitalization in schizophrenics, and 
98 (Feb) 
cognitive reimbursement programs 
legal hurdles to, 678 (Oct) 
colestip« | 
Colestid, update on, 168 (Mar); 674 (Oct) 
computers 
pharmacists leaders in use of, 436 (jun) 
congestive heart failure 
enalapril for Tx of, 345 (May) 
cost-effectiveness 
data regarding, wanted by pharmacists, 181 
(Mar) 
FDA and claims of, 177 (Mar) 
federal agencies and pre-approval studies on 
(FormuFax replies), 536 Jul) 


credentialing 
physician, 646 (Sept) 
critical paths (care maps) 
development of, 628 (Sept) 
use of, to provide patien 
(Sept) 
cyclosporine 
long-term use of, 737 (Nov) 
rejection in high-risk keratoplasty, for prevention 
of (abstr), 535 Gul) 
cystic fibrosis 


management of, 364 (May) 


deferred payment plan for, 16 (Jan) 


dantrolene sodium 


deep vein thrombosis 
enoxaparin for prevention of, after knee replace 
ment, 439 (May) 
low-molecular-weight heparin for prevention of 
100 (Feb) 
depressic m 
venlafaxine for Tx of, 25 (Jan); 443 Gun) 
desmopressin acetate 
prophylactic use of, after cardiac surgery (abstr) 
784 (Nov) 
Stimate, update on, 674 (Oct) 
diabetes 
(Mar) 
thrombolysis, use of, in patients with (abstr), 155 
(Feb) 


captopril, use of, in patients with, 177 


diclofenac potassium 
Cataflam, update on, 168 (Mar) 
digoxin 
monitoring serum levels of, 657 (Sept) 
diltiazem HCl 
long-term survival after heart transplant 
improves, 354 (May) 
dornase alfa 
acute chronic bronchitis, for Tx of, 494 Gu 
dornase alfa (in inhalation solution) 
Pulmozyme, update on, 172 (Mar) 
doxepin HCl 5 
Zonalon Cream, update on, 490 (Jul) 
doxorubicin HCl 
use of, and development of secondary tumors 
178 (Mar) 
doxycycline hyclate 
Lyme disease, for Tx of, 677 (Oct) 
drug costs 
comparison of, between US and other countries 
243 (Apr) 
increases in, in 1993, 236 (Apr); increases in, in 
1994, 678 (Oct) 
physicians’ role in reducing, 262 (Apr) 
strategies for contrulling, 305 (Apr) 
638 (Sept) 
drug discounts 


equal access to, needed, 675 (Oct) 


Continued 
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drug dispensing 
automated system for, 554 (Aug) 
drug education 
managed care strategies for, 553 (Aug) 
drug sampling 
legislation for, proposed, 478 (Jun) 
pros and cons of, discussed (FormuFax replies), 
720 (Oct) 
under fire from Congress, ASHP, 551 (Aug) 
drug therapy 
making improvements in, 646 (Sept) 
drug usage evaluation (DUE) 
implementing and managing a, 137 (Feb) 
medication use indicators as complement to, 618 
(Sept) 
multicentered, outcome-oriented, S-26 (Suppl 3, 


Aug) 
educational strategies 


Kaiser Permanente shares its successful tech- 
niques, regarding, 828 (Dec) 
elderly 
imipenem/cilastatin, use of, in Tx of infections 
in, 146 (Feb) 
inappropriate drug prescribing for, 740 (Nov) 
peptic ulcer disease, management of, in, S-4 
(Suppl 1, May) 
emesis, chemotherapy-induced 
new developments in 5-HT,-receptor antagonists, 
role in, S-1 (Suppl 5, Dec) 
enalapril 
congestive heart failure, for Tx of, 345 (May) 
enalaprilat, IV 
Vasotec, update on, 10 (Jan) 
enoxaparin 
deep-vein thrombosis, for prevention of, after 
knee replacement, 339 (May) 
epilepsy 
lamotrigine, for Tx of patients with partial 
seizures, 806 (Dec) 
estradiol tablets 
Estrace, update on, 419 (Jun) 
euthyroid sick syndrome 
possible mechanisms responsible for (letter), 309 


(Apr) 
famciclovir tablets 


Famvir, update on, 608 (Sept) 
felbamate 
Felbatol, update on, 608 (Sept); “Dear Docter 
letter on, 796 (Dec) 
fentanyl citrate 
Fentanyl Oralet, update on, 9 (Jan) 
fentanyl transdermal system 
Duragesic, update on, 226 (Apr) 
filgrastim 
chemotherapy-associated oral mucositis, for pre- 
vention of, 494 (ul) 
Neupogen, update on, 609 (Sept) 
fluconazole 
Diflucan, update on, 608 (Sept) 
fluoxetine 
approvable status for bulimia, 796 (Dec) 
Prozac, update on, 333 (May) 
fluvastatin sodium 
cholesterol-lowering program lowers cost per 
patient treated, 802 (Dec) 
focus on, 245 (Apr) 
Lescol, update on, 171 (Mar) 
formularies 
checklist for making additions to, 184 (Mar) 
developing a cost-effective, 103 (Feb) 
long-term care facilities, in, 739 (Nov) 
preferred provider organizations, use of, in, 99 
(Feb) 
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proactive, developing a, 700 (Oct) 
gabapentin 


Neurontin, update on, 171 (Mar) 
GISSI-3 study 

results of, regarding ACE inhibitors, 551 (Aug) 
glipizide, extended-release 

Glucotrol XL, update on, 674 (Oct) 
glyburide, micronized 

Glynase Prestab, update on, 171 (Mar) 
gonorrhea 

single-dose ciprofloxacin for Tx of (abstr), 155 

(Feb) 

goserelin acetate implant 

Zoladex, update on, 10 (Jan) 
granisetron 

focus on, 191 (Mar) 

Kytril, update on, 330 (May) 

ondansetron, vs, as antiemetic, 610 (Sept) 


H, receptor antagonists 
determining true costs for use of (letter), 607 
(Sepv) 
IV, pharmacoeconomic analysis of, 379 (May) 
healthcare reform 
bill, passage of, in jeopardy, 538 (Jul) 
breakthrough drug advisory council and, 218 
(Mar); 538 (ul) 
comparison of proposed bills for, 158 (Feb) 
drug review panel, and, 318 (Apr) 
government regulators and, 70 (Jan) 
hospital pharmacies’ perspective on, 182 (Mar) 
pharmacists’ role under, 432 (Jun) 
universal prescription drug coverage, and, 598 
(Aug) 
what should be the focus for 1995? 794 (Dec) 
heart disease 
less invasive approach to Tx of, recommended, 
424 (Jun) 
Helicobacter pylori infections 
antibiotic therapy recommended for, in patients 
with recurrent ulcers, 610 (Sept) 
drug dosages for Tx of ulcers caused by (abstr) 
176 (Jun) 
triple therapy for Tx of (abstr), 155 (Feb); 336 
(May) 
heparin 
duration of adjunctive therapy with, in MI, 181 
(Mar) 
low molecular weight, use of, in prevention of 
deep-vein thrombosis, 100 (Feb); 186 (Mar) 
herpes, genital 
acyclovir for long-term Tx of, 610 (Sept) 
HIV infection 
combination retroviral therapy for Tx of, 746 
(Nov) 
prevention of opportunistic infections in patients 
with (abstr), 783 (Nov) 
hydrochlorothiazide/triamterene 
Diazide, update on, 419 (Jun) 
hypercholesterolemia 
combination therapy for Tx of, 16 (Jan) 
fluvastatin for Tx of, 245 (Apr) 
hypertension 
IV nicardipine for Tx of, 114 (Feb) 
losartan for Tx of, 683 (Oct) 
obstacles to control of, 424 (Jun) 
pharmacoeconomic factors in Tx of acute, S-15 
(Suppl 2, Aug) 
pharmacologic issues in Tx of acute, S-8 (Suppl 
2, Aug) 
postoperative assessment and Tx of, S-3 (Suppl 
2, Aug) 


imiglucerase for injection 
Cerezyme, update on, 549 (Aug) 
imipenem/cilastatin 
infections in elderly patients, for Tx of (letter) 
146 (Feb); (letter) 344 (May) 
immune globulin, IV 
Gammagard S/D, update on, 549 (Aug) 
Gammar-IV, update on, 232 (Apr) 
immune globulin [TV (human) 
Gamimune N, update on, 226 (Apr) 
Indium In-111 pentetreotide (kit for preparing) 
OctreoScan, update on, 550 (Aug) 
indomethacin 
Alzheimer's disease, for slowing progression of 
(abstr), 156 (Feb) 
infections 
bone and joint 
cefepime for Tx of, 503 (ul) 
teicoplanin for Tx of (abstr), 216 (Mar) 
Helicobacter pylori 
combination therapy for Tx of ulcers caused 
by, 336 (May) 
respiratory 
piperacillin/tazobactam for Tx of, 99 (Feb) 
urinary tract 
shorter regimen for Tx of, 737 (Nov) 
infectious disease drugs 
pharmaceutical research and development 
expenditures, ranked third in, 740 (Nov) 
inflammatory bowel disease 
differential diagnosis of, S-4 (Suppl 4, Oct) 
management of, S-12 (Suppl 4, Oct) 
integrated healthcare systems 
obstacles faced by, 438 (Jun) 
pharmaceutical care should be part of, 437 (Jun) 
pharmaceutical industry and, 491 (Jul) 
interferon beta 1b 
Betaseron, update on availability of, 796 (Dec) 
iobenguane sulfate I 131 
I 131 MIBG, update on, 420 (Jun) 
ipratropium bromide 
Atrovent, update on, 83 (Feb) 
iron dextran injection USP 
INFeD, update on, 734 (Nov) 
itraconazole 
Sporanox, update on, 422 (Jun) 
toenail tinea, for Tx of (abstr), 313 (Apr) 


Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations 
accreditation process, and the, 54 (Jan) 


ketorolac 


IM, for postsurgery analgesia (abstr), 534 (Jul) 
IV, vs opioids, for reduced mortality, 178 (Mar) 
Toradol, update on, 10 (Jan) 


lamotrigine 
focus on, 806 (Dec) 
levocabastine HCl 0.05% 
Livostin, update on, 84 (Feb) 
levodopa/carbidopa, controlled-release 
Parkinson's disease, for Tx of, 432 (Jun) 
lipid disorders 
aggressive management of, 738 (Nov) 
guidelines for Tx of, 105 (Feb) 
pharmacologic Tx of, 36 (jan) 
lithium carbonate 





slow-release tablets reintroduced, update on, 796 
(Dec) 
lodoxamide tromethamine ophthalmic solution 
Alomide 0.1%, update on, 9 (Jan) 
long-term care 
antiulcer therapy in, S-12 (Suppl 1, May) 
losartan 
focus on, 683 (Oct) 
lovastatin 
Mevacor, updated on, 84 (Feb) 
plus diet, to prevent/reverse coronary lesions 
(abstr), 310 (Apr) 
switching patients from, to pravastatin, 104 (Feb) 
Lyme disease 
doxycycline hyclate for Tx of, 677 (Oct) 


macrolide antibiotics 


pneumonia, for Tx of, 122 (Feb) 
magnesium 
use of, in year post-MI (abstr), 156 (Feb) 
managed care 
AHCPR guidelines gaining foothold in, 797 (Dec) 
effect of healthcare reform on, 437 (Jun) 
formulary decision making and, 436 (Jun) 
organizations, and alliances with pharmaceutical 
companies, 496 (jul) 
pending legislation against, 739 (Nov) 
pharmacists, survey of, 502 (Jul) 
prescription coverage under, 495 (Jul) 
risk-sharing proposals for, from pharmaceutical 
industry, 613 (Sept) 
roles for pharmacists, and, 620 (Sept) 
Medicaid 
outpatient drug reimbursement, and, 236 (Apr) 
pharmacists propose case management for, 494 
Gul) 
Medicare drug rebate program 
generic manufacturers’ objections to, 95 (Feb) 
medication errors 
reporting system for, discussion about 
(FormuFax), 732 (Nov) 
medication noncompliance 
study of, 204 (Mar) 
medication use indicators 
DUE, as complement to, 618 (Sept) 
menotropins for injection 
Humegon, updaie on, 733 (Nov) 
metronidazole 0.75% topical gel 
MetroGel, update on, 609 (Sept) 
morphine, extended-release 
MS Contin, update on, 674 (Oct) 
mucositis, oral 
filgrastim for prevention of chemotherapy 
induced, 494 (Jul) 
multiple sclerosis 
update on availability of interferon beta 1b for 
Tx of, 796 (Dec) 
Mycobacterium avium complex infections 
clarithromycin for Tx of, 747 (Nov) 


nabumetone 


arthritis, for Tx of, 289 (Apr) 
naproxen 

new enteric-coated delayed-release tablets, 796 

(Dec) 

nedocromil sodium 

asthma, for Tx of (abstr), 313 (Apr) 
nefazadone 

approvable status for depression, 796 (Dec) 
new drug applications 

FDA fees for, 181 (Mar) 
new drug approvals, 1993 

152 (Feb) 
nicardipine, IV 

focus on, 114 (Feb) 


hypertension, for Tx of, 114 (Feb) 
nicotine patches 

alone vs patches plus gum or gum alone, 334 

(May) 

hospital program for use of, 109 (Feb) 
nitrate therapy 

cost-effectiveness study of, 
nizatidine 

Axid, update on, 168 (Mar) 
nursing homes 

increased use of formularies in, 614 (Sept) 
nutritional supplement 

Advera, update on, 83 (Feb) 


octreotide acetate 


therapeutic role of, 465 (Jun) 
off-label drug usage 
FDA restrictions for, group challenges, 15 (Jan) 
omeprazole 
prophylactic use of, in patients taking aspirin 
(abstr), 476 (Jun) 
ondansetron IV plus dexamethasone 
vs ondansetron alone, for prevention of cisplatin 
induced emesis (abstr), 473 (Jun) 
organ reyection 
tacrolimus for prevention of, 447 (Jun) 
otitis media 
management of, 678 (Oct) 


paclitaxel 


long-term study data needed for, 100 (Feb) 

Taxol, update on, 490 (Jul); 675 (Oct) 
pain, acute 

management of (part 1), 516 (Jul); (part 2), 586 

(Aug) 

pain management programs 

acceptance of, 10 (jan) 
pancrelipase capsules 

Pancrease MT 20, update on, 734 (Nov) 
Parkinson's disease 

treatment guidelines established for, 801 (Dec) 
pare »xxetine 

panic disorder, for Tx of, 740 (Nov) 
patient care 

systems approach to, 496 (Jul) 
PEG-L-asparaginase 

Oncaspar, update on, 332 (May) 


> 


(Apr) 


peptic ulcer disease 
managing the elderly patient with, S-4 (Suppl | 
May) 
percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty 
cost-effectiveness of, compared with that of t-PA 
177 (Mar) 
pharmaceutical industry 
alliances with drug benefit management compa 
nies investigated, 662 (Sept) 
Congress and public need to be educated regard 
ing, 406 (May) 
marketing practices of, examined 
(Nov) 
new GOP Congress may ease political pressure 
on, 846 (Dec) 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association 
name and mission of, changed, 495 (Jul) 


724 (Oct); 786 


pharmaceutical representatives 

role of, within healthcare institutions, 555 (Aug) 
pharmacies, managed 

survey of, 110 (Feb) 

use of, in preferred provider organizations, 99 (Feb) 
pharmacist intervention 

documentation program for, 501 (Jul 

quality and productivity assessment of, 773 (Nov) 
pharmacists 

as leaders in computer use in managed care 

environment, 436 (Jun) 


expanded responsibilities of, under the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, 103 (Feb) 
role of, in light of healthcare reform, 432 (Jun) 
role of, in managed care setting, 620 (Sept) 
pharmacoeconomics 
center for, developed (letter), 444 (Jun) 
factors in Tx of acute hypertension, 5-15 (Suppl 
2, Aug) 
model for, 12 (jan) 
need for understanding of, 184 (Mar) 
study of, plan for the, 187 (Mar) 
pharmacoeconomist 
role and function of, 556 (Aug) 
Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committees 
ethical considerations and, 185 (Mar) 
pharmacy benefit management companies 
save money through outcomes research, 802 
(Dec) 
phenytoin IV 
guidelines for use of, 212 (Mar) 
pilocarpine HCI tablets 
Salagen, update on, 422 (Jun) 
piperacillin sodium/tazobactam sodium 
lower respiratory tract infections, for Tx of, 99 
(Feb) 
low levels of resistance seen with use of (abstr) 
535 Gul 
Zosyn, update on, 12 (Jan) 
piperacillin/tazobactam 
as an alternative to imipenem/cilastatin, 842 (Dec) 
pneumonia 
community-acquired, causes of, 98 (Feb) 
community-acquired, role of new oral antibiotics 
for Tx of, 816 (Dec) 
macrolide antibiotics for Tx of, 122 (Feb) 
poloxamer 188 
use of, as adjunct to thrombolysis, 354 (May) 
practice guidelines 
development of, 554 (Aug); 711 (Oct) 
pharmacist empowerment and, 767 (Nov) 
pravastatin 
monotherapy, as, slows atherosclerosis progression 
and reduces cardiovascular events, 738 (Nov) 
switching patients to, from lovastatin, 104 (Feb) 
prednicarbate emollient cream 0.1 
DermAtop, update on, 83 (Feb) 
prednisone 
reversible bone loss, and (abstr), 312 (Apr) 
procaterol 
focus on, 621 (Sept) 
propafenone HCl 
Rythmol, update on, 84 (Feb) 
propofol 
Diprivan, update on, 83 (Feb) 
psy hotic disorders 
risperidone for management of, 357 (May) 


quality of life studies 


frequent flaw in, 737 (Nov) 
quinapril HCl 
Accupril, update on, 9 (Jan); 330 (May) 


maintenance of healed erosive esophagitis, new 


ranitidine 


indication for, 796 (Dec) 
maintenance therapy, as, after duodenal ulcer 
healing (abstr), 534 (jul) 
Zantac, update on, 550 (Aug) 
reperfusion therapies 
MI, for Tx of patients after (abstr), 310 (Apr) 
resistance, bacterial 
crisis must be addressed (abstr), 660 (Sept) 
growth rate of, 235 (Apr) 
pneumococcal, increase in, 676 (Oc 
rhinitis, allergic 
Continued 
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cetirizine for Tx of, 560 (Aug) 
rifampin/isoniazid/pyrazinamide 

Rifater, update on, 734 (Nov) 
risperidone 

focus on, 357 (May) 

Risperdal, update on, 172 (Mar) 

Strategies for use of (letter), 607 (Sept) 
rocuronium bromide 

Zemuron, update on, 333 (May) 


salmeterol xinafoate 


Serevent, update on, 232 (Apr) 
sepsis 

survival model for, 16 (Jan) 
somatropin 

Nutropin, update on, 84 (Feb); 232 (Apr) 
sotalol 

ventricular tachycardia, for preventing recurrence 

of (abstr), 216 (Mar) 

stavudine 

Zerit, update on, 609 (Sept) 
sucralfate 

Carafate, update on, 168 (Mar) 
sumatriptan succinate injection 

Imitrex, update on, 734 (Nov) 


3TC 


open-label study of, 9 (Jan) 
tacrine HCl 
high-dose, for Tx of Alzheimer’s disease, 426 (Jun) 
use of, resisted by managed care organizations, 
86 (Feb) 
tacrolimus 
focus on, 447 (Jun) 
Prograf, update on, 420 (Jun) 
tamoxifen citrate 
Nolvadex, update on, 420 (Jun) 


Abramowitz, Bruce: See Krichbaum, Daniel 

Agner, Suzanne: See Kim-Sing, Angela 

Alberts, W. Michael; Rolfe, Mark W.: A step care 
approach to managing COPD, 756 (Nov) 

Armstrong, Donald: Management of fever and 
sepsis in the immunocompromised host, S-18 


(Suppl 3, Aug) 


Baciewicz, Anne M.; Cowan, Ronald I; Michaels, 
Paul E.; Kyllonen, Kay S.: Quality and produc 
tivity assessment of clinical pharmacy interven- 
tions, 773 (Nov) 

Balog, Bruce J.; Humphrey, Charles R.: Patient- 
controlled analgesia: Evaluation of pain man 
agement and patient outcome, 299 (Apr) 

Barg, Neil: Antibiotic therapy in 1994 
Mechanisms of resistance, S-13, (Suppl 3, Aug) 

Barkin, Robert L.: See Stein, Z.L.G 

Bazunga, Munama; Chow, Moses S.S.; McKay, 
Raymond; edited by Chow, Moses S.S.: Focus 
on abciximab: A novel agent for use in patients 
at high risk for complications associated with 
coronary angioplasty, 748 (Nov) 

Ben-Joseph, Rami: See Segal, Richard 

Blower Peter R.: Comparative pharmacology of 
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teicoplanin 


bone and joint infections, for Tx of (abstr), 216 


(Mar) 
vancomycin, vs, for Tx of gram-positive bac- 
teremias (abstr), 473 (Jun) 
testosterone 
Testoderm, update on, 10 (Jan) 
thrombocytopenia 
cost-effectiveness of immunoglobulin for Tx of, 
244 (Apr) 
thrombolysis 
contraindications for, questioned, 86 (Feb) 
diabetics with MI, for Tx of (abstr), 155 (Feb) 
eligibility for and timing of, 346 (May) 
poloxamer 188 as adjunct to, 354 (May) 
ticlopidine 
cerebral ischemic events, for prevention of 
(abstr), 156 (Feb) 
timolol maleate (in ophthalmic gel) 
Timoptic-XE, update on, 172 (Mar) 
tinea, toenail 
itraconazole for Tx of (abstr), 313 (Apr) 
tissue plasminogen activator (t-PA) 
cost-effectiveness of, compared with that of 
PTCA, 177 (Mar); (abstr) 473 (Gun) 
heparin, plus, to accelerated thrombolysis, 95 
(Feb) 
torsemide 
Demadex, update on, 226 (Apr) 
trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole 
Bactrim, Septra, update on, 330 (May) 
trimetrexate glucoronate 
NeuTrexin, update on, 171 (Mar) 
tuberculosis, drug-resistant 
four-drug regimen to combat, 334 (May) 


ulcers, duodenal 


antibiotic therapy for patients with recurrent, 610 
(Sepv) 
ranitidine as maintenance therapy after healing 


R INDEX TO V 


5-HT,-receptor antagonists, S-4 (Suppl 5, Dec) 
Brier, Kenneth Leo; Tornow, John J.: Team effort, 
cooperation assists in development of 
Pharmacoeconomic Center (letter), 444 (Jun) 
Broisman, Larry: See Quercia, Robert A 
Burkle, Wayne: See Eron, Joseph J 


Canta, Thomas; Korek, Joan S; Romanoski, Allan 
J.; edited by Chow, Moses S.S.: Focus on ven 
lafaxine: A new option for the treatment of 
depression, 25 (Jan) 

Cate, Thomas R.: See Okpara, Alphonsus | 

Cheung, Lilly K.: See Okpara, Alphonsus 
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Piperacillin/tazobactam 
as an alternative to 
imipenem/cilastatin 


A 305-bed nonteaching community 
hospital in Zanesville, Ob, evaluat- 
ed the possibility of using pipera- 
cillin/tazobactam (Zosyn) as an 
alternative to imipenem/cilastatin 
(Primaxin). To make this decision, 
in vitro susceptibility studies were 
examined, clinical trials were 
reviewed, institution-specific micro- 
biology data was analyzed, and the 
potential financial effect of the 
change on the pharmacy budget 
was investigated. The results of these 
efforts and the P & T Committee 
decision and follow up regarding 
choice of agent are described below. 


ur institution is a 305-bed 

nonteaching community hos- 

pital with an active P & T 
Committee and a successful clinical 
pharmacy intervention program. 
One of the drugs that has been 
actively monitored is imipenem 
cilastatin. Even with ongoing moni- 
toring for appropriate indication 
and dosing, this agent has contin- 
ued to be widely used as evidenced 
by our 1993 purchases totalling 
$90,016. Of note, the majority of 
this usage has been found to be ini- 
tiated empirically. 


THE EVALUATION PROCESS 


When piperacillin/tazobactam be- 
came available in late 1993, it was 
evaluated as a possible alternative to 
imipenem/cilastatin. A summary of 
the key features of the combination 
product, based on reviews of the 


published literature, is shown in the 
sidebar. After reviewing published 
information, institution-specific in 
vitro data was examined. Since 
piperacillin/tazobactam had not 
been previously used at our hospi- 
tal, historical data on piperacillin 
alone as well as on imipenem was 
collected. According to 1993 suscep- 
tibility data, 88 and 93% of all sys- 
temic aerobic gram-negative isolates 
were inhibited by piperacillin alone 
and by imipenem, respectively. 
Since tazobactam extends the spec- 
trum of activity of piperacillin, we 
assumed that the combination 
would inhibit more than 88% of 
these isolates. The actual increase in 
sensitivity that will be seen with the 
combination at our institution is 
uncertain; however other studies 
have shown as much as a 96% sen- 
sitivity to piperacillin/tazobactam 
against aerobic gram-negative iso- 
lates.' 

Sensitivity of Pseudomonas aeru- 
ginosa to the piperacillin combina- 
tion product is not expected to be 
increased with the addition of 
tazobactam as explained in the 
sidebar. However, piperacillin is 
our most active beta-lactam agent 
against this organism, inhibiting 
96% of isolates compared with 
imipenem, which inhibits 85%. 

Our laboratory does not compile 
statistics on anaerobic isolates since 
the sample size would be too small 
to be useful, therefore data from 
the literature was relied upon and 
showed similar activity for pipera- 
cillin/tazobactam and imipenem.** 
Likewise, the literature was relied 
upon for comparisons regarding 
aerobic gram-positive organisms, 





